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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 128 


[Abstract:] Dies for 5¢ breaking recommends a change after Jany. Ist. 


United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Engraver’s Department, 
December 6, 1882 


Sir 


In consequence of the breakage of dies, being so great in the coinage of the five cent 
nickel, I would respectfully ask permission to make the following change in the design of the of 
the obverse of this piece, which I am of the opinion will add to the durability of these dies, and 
also improve the appearance of the coin. You will please observe that the design for the obverse 
seems too large for the diameter, and thus leaves neither room for date or border. This forcing 
the date to the outer edge consequently weakens the die, and the result is they break down at that 
part, before doing half the coinage they should, I would remove the bead at the bottom of shield 
and thus give room for both date and border, as shown in leaden impression enclosed. If this 
should meet with your approval I would respectfully ask, that as the New Year would be the 
most fitting time to make this change, that I may be notified of your acquiescence as soon as 
possible. 


I am very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Chas. E. Barber 
Engraver 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent. 


